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3m i lRIOS 
V O Z E S  N A  F L O R E S T A 
 
 
 
 

' . . .  a  mul t imed ia  opera,  sung 
through the s tor ies  o f  peop le  l i v ing 
in  the ra in  forest .  Through sound,  
mus ic  and v ideo,  you w i l l  be carr ied 
deep in to  the ra in  forest  to  
exper ience i ts  beauty ,  but  a lso the 
threats  fac ing i ts  env i ronment and 
i ts  peop les. . . '  
 

Chr is ta  Meindersma 
d i rec to r ,  P r i nce  C laus  Fund  

                             2013  Awards  Ce remony   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
in  2014 i t  rece ived add i t iona l  
fund ing f rom the Ca louste 
Gu lbenk ian Foundat ion and i ts  fu l l  
p roduct ion  premiered on the 6th o f  
May 2016 at  i ts  Grand Aud i tor ium in  
L isbon.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3thousandRIVERS: pre lude was 
in i t ia l l y  commiss ioned for  the 2013 
Pr ince C laus Awards Ceremony at   

the Roya l  Pa lace in  Amsterdam.  
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"V ic tor  Gama’s mul t imed ia  opera 
'3 thousandRIVERS' is  a  v isua l  and 
aura l  journey across the ra in  forests  
and i ts  cu l tures.  Ar t  and mus ic  are  
per fect ly  in ter tw ined,  featur ing a  
un ique combinat ion o f  opera,  cantata  
and t rad i t iona l  Ango lan and 
Colombian song f ramed by a  
compel l ing v isua l  nar ra t ive  that  
unfo lds deep in  the forests  o f  
Co lombia.  The de l icate  sounds f rom 
Gama’s hand-cra f ted inst ruments are  
compl imented by the beauty  o f  the i r  
unusua l  shapes and forms,  resu l t ing 
in  a  t ru ly  mul t i -sensory  exper ience 
that  is  as  aesthet ic  as i t  is  
harmonious."  
 

Se lene Wendt  
The  G loba l  A r t  P ro j ec t ,  Os lo  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Be t t y  Ga rcéz ,  sop rano  (Co lomb ia )  and  Ye tzabe l  A r i as  Fe rnandez ,  sop rano  (Cuba )  
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S Y N O P S I S  -  H E A R I N G  V O I C E S  
'3  thousand RIVERS: Vo ices in  
the Forest '  o f fe rs  a  
contemporary  perspect ive  on the 
env i ronmenta l  and soc ia l  
impacts  o f  the current  wave of  
industr ia l iza t ion underway in  the 
ra in  forests  o f  the Chocó,  the 
Andes and the Amazon in  
Co lombia and Braz i l .  For  four  
years  V ic tor  Gama co l laborated 
w i th  loca l  communi t ies  and 
ar t is ts  who l ive  a long some of  
the main  r ivers  in  the Putumayo,  
Caquetá,  Chocó and Pará to  
hear  the vo ices o f  those who 
suf fe r  these impacts  f i rs t  hand.  
The work was deve loped in  c lose 
cooperat ion and support  by 
env i ronmenta l  and ar t is t 's  
organ izat ions Amazon 
Conservat ion Team Colombia,  
Mas Ar te  Mas Acc ión and F lora  
ars+natura based in  Bogotá,  
Putumayo,  Caquetá and Choco.   
 
 
O R I G I N S  
'3  thousand R ivers '  is  the four th  
la rge compos i t ion in  the ser ies  
'Mús ica para R ios'  s tar ted by 
V ic tor  Gama in  2006 wi th  'R io  
Cunene'  exc lus ive ly  wr i t ten for  
the Kronos Quarte t  wh ich 
premiered at  Carneg ie  Ha l l  in  
2010,  'R io  Cubango'  
commiss ioned by the Pr ince 
C laus Fund and the Amsterdam 
Fund for  the Ar ts ,  premiered at  
Het  Concertgebouw, and 'Ve la  
6911'  commiss ioned by the 
Ch icago Symphony Orchestra  
and staged at  Harr is  Theater ,  
w i th  support  f rom the Ca louste  
Gu lbenk ian Foundat ion.   
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T E X T  A N D  S C O R E  
 
Centra l  to  the text  and score is  Roberto  
Franco's  book 'Car iba Malo' ,  the la te  
Co lombian anthropo log is t  who t raced the 
h is tory  o f  the Yur is ,  an ind igenous 
communi ty  who l ives in  vo luntary  iso la t ion 
in  the Puré Nat iona l  Park  in  the Amazonas 
Department  in  the Co lombian Amazon.  
The book descr ibes a  forced encounter  by 
a  wh i te  set t le r  in  1969 which went  v i ra l  in  
the in ternat iona l  media,  and the i r  
s t rugg les to  avo id  any fur ther  contacts  
w i th  the outs ide wor ld ,  f rom the sevent ies  
o f  the last  century  to  the present ,  when 
they saw themse lves in  the midst  o f  the 
in terests  o f  m iss ionar ies ,  hunters ,  
loggers ,  guerr i l las ,  go ld  miners  and drug 
t ra f f ickers .  
 
The score d iv ided in to  three acts  lasts  
approx imate ly  90 minutes,  and the act ion 
takes p lace a long the great  Amazon ian 
r ivers  o f  these reg ions l ike  Putumayo,  
Caquetá,  Tocant ins  and others  on the 
Pac i f ic  coast  l ike  Nap i  and T imbiqu i .  
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C H A R A C T E R S  
 
Id ia :  Yetzabe l  Ar ias  Fernandez -  soprano 
Menesthos:  Bet ty  Garces -  soprano 
Id ia  and Menesthos are  two Ocean ides 
who s ing the nature o f  the forest ,  the i r  
r ivers  and the i r  cur rent  dramas and 
s imul taneous ly  assume the ro le  o f  some of  
the test imon ies o f  the forest  dwel le rs .  They 
represent  the res is tance and the wor ldv iew 
of  the peop les or ig inat ing in  the Amazon 
and who have l ived there  susta inab ly  for  
thousands o f  years .  
 
In  Greek and Roman mytho logy,  Ocean ides 
are  the ocean nymphs,  daughters  o f  
Oceanus and Thet is  and inhab i t  the deep 
and inaccess ib le  seas.  The Ocean ides had 
3,000 r ivers  as the i r  o f fspr ing,  thus 
embody ing the fecund i ty  o f  the water  that  
feeds a l l  an ima ls  and forms the sap o f  a l l  
p lants .  
 
 
 
K ianda:  Té Macedo -  soprano and mar imba 
In  Ango lan mytho logy K ianda is  the d iv in i ty  
o f  waters ,  r ivers  and oceans.  K ianda is  the 
l ink  to  Af r ican t rad i t ions and cu l tures that  
have set t led a long the Pac i f ic  coast  o f  
Co lombia.  

Auka:  Wai ra  N ina Jacanami joy   
t rad i t iona l  Inga chant  
In  the Inga wor ldv iew,  an Amazon ian 
peop le  current ly  l i v ing in  Co lombia,  the 
Aukas are  inv is ib le  be ings that  inhab i t  
the forest .  The Aukas can observe a l l  
w i thout  be ing seen,  are  t ransparent  
there fore ,  and on ly  man i fest  and become 
v is ib le  when they so w ish.  
 
Caraba l lo :  Ja ime Lopez K i r iyateke  
Muru i-Muina t rad i t iona l  song.  
In  a  f i rs t  contact  w i th  a  t r ibe in  vo luntary  
iso la t ion in  the Park o f  the Pure R iver  in  
1969,  a  fami ly  was made hostage by the 
army and reta ined for  months in  La 
Pedrera.  Caraba l lo ,  the head of  the 
fami ly  (named by h is  captors  because he 
resembled a famous Colombian boxer )  
managed to  f ree h imse l f  and h is  fami l ly  
and return to  the t r ibe's  malouca through 
the in tervent ion o f  a  French journa l is t  
and pressures f rom the in ternat iona l  
communi ty .  S ince then he has never  
been seen aga in  and h is  communi ty  
remains in  vo luntary  iso la t ion avo id ing 
any contact  w i th  the nat iona l  soc ie ty  and 
st rangers  that  in f i l t ra te  in  h is  te r r i to ry .  
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In  3thousandRIVERS we've made 
extens ive use o f  sur round sound in  
a  6  + 1 channe l  conf igurat ion us ing 
QLab to  sync v ideo and  aud io  to  a  
c l ick  t rack sent  to  the conductor .  

 
 
Introduction 
Scene 1 (8' 00'')  
A Dragon on the Loose 
 
First Act:  Chocó, the Pacific 
 
Scene 2 (6' 09'')  
The Dance of the Minotaur (in Gmajor)  
Scene 3 (4' 04'') 
Forest Diaries # 1: Conversations about life 
and work (Gmajor)  
Scene 4 (5' 55'') 
The Dart Frog's song (in C major) 5' 55' 
Scene 5 (3' 17'') 
A House in the Forest (in C major) 
Scene 6 (5' 41'') 
Forest Diaries # 2: Conversations about  
survival strategies (in C major) 
 

 
 
 
Scene 7 (4' 58'') 
Ai Mamã Bambuco with Té Macedo (C major) 
  
Second Act: the Putumayo  
 
Scene 8 (9' 04'') 
Dos Torres - Lagoa de La Cocha  
Scene 9 (7' 48'') 
La Reina (in B major)  
 
Third Act: the Caquetá  
 
Scene 10 (8' 55'') 
Wairasasha 
Scene 11 (7' 52'') 
Cariba Malo (in C major)   
Scene 12 (7' 45'')  
The cornered Jaguar  
Scene 13 (2' 16'') 
Eclusa (in G major) 
Scene 14 (3' 15'') 
Muina-Muira Dance (Jaime) 
Scene 15 (4' 52'') 
This is my Kingdom (in G major)

Wa i ra  N ina  Jacanam i joy ,  s i nge r  f rom the  I nga  commun i t y  i n  Yu ra i aku ,  Caque tá  (Co lomb ia )  
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I NV I T ING  A  PRODUCT ION  OF   3 thousandR IVERS  
 
Requ i res:  
12 mus ic ians o f  a  loca l  orchest ra  or  
our  own.  
 
Trave l :  
a  group of  14 peop le  wh ich inc lude 
s ingers ,  percuss ion is ts ,  
composer/mus ic ian,  conductor ,  
s tage d i rector  and techn ic ians.  
 
Techn ica l  r ider ,  budget ,  more 
product ion deta i ls :  
upon request .  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3 thousandRIVERS:vo ices  in  the  fo res t  
wor ld  p remie re ,  L isbon,  6 th  May  2016  
 

Gu lbenk ian  Orchest ra  
Ru i  P inhe i ro ,  conductor  

V ic to r  Gama,  compos i t ion ,  v ideo  
Ote lo  Lapa,  s tage  d i rec to r  

 
Yetzabel Arias Fernandez (soprano | Cuba) 
Betty Garcés (soprano | Colombia) 
Té Macedo (soprano, marimba | Angola) 
Waira Nina Jacanamijoy (singer | Colombia) 
Jaime Lopez Kiriyateke (singer | Colombia) 
 
Pedro Ojeda (percussion | Colombia) 
Urian Sarmiento (percussion | Colombia) 
Salomé Pais Matos (toha | Portugal) 
Victor Gama (toha, acrux, dino | Angola) 
Paulo Machado (sound engineer | Portugal) 
Rui Peralta (show control | Portugal) 
Jeff Dubois (lighting design | Belgium) 

Ja ime  Lopez  K i r i ya teke ,  s i nge r  f rom the  Muru i -Mu ina  commun i t y  o f  Pue r to  Be r l i n ,  Caque tá  (Co lomb ia )  
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V O I C E S  I N  T H E  F O R E S T  
The complete  p iece has a  to ta l  durat ion o f  aprox imat ly  90 minutes.  
 
 
 
I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N :   
one f lu te ;  
two t rombones;  
one basson;  
two v io l ins ;  
two v io las ;  
four  ce l los ;  
two percuss ion is ts  ( t rad ic iona l  percuss ion,  bass drum, tubu lar  be l ls ) ;  
two mus ic ians (V ic tor  Gama, Sa lomé Pa is  Matos )  p lay ing toha,  acrux and d ino.  
f ive  s ingers .  
 
 
 
 
 

Té  Macedo ,  sop rano ,  ma r imba  (Ango la )  
Ped ro  O jeda ,  U r i an  Sa rm ien to  

pe rcuss ion  (Co lomb ia )  
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V ICTOR  GAMA 
 
' the  event 's  most  impress ive  and 
resonant  m ix  o f  sound,  v is ion  and 
concept  was  Ins t rumentos ,  an  
exh ib i t ion/per fo rmance in  the  beaut i fu l  
Pau l  Hamlyn  Ha l l  by  Ango la-born  
invento r  and mus ic ian  V ic to r  Gama.  
Each ins t rument  i s  a  beaut i fu l  ob jec t ;  
each  imp l ies  a  d i f fe ren t  aud io-v isua l  
jou rney  tha t 's  both  e thn ic  and h igh  
tech . '  

 
The Guard ian 

 
Victor Gama (Angola/Portugal) is a 
composer, performer, designer of 
innovative musical instruments as well 
as an electronics engineer. He holds a 
BSc in electronics engineering and an 
MA in Music Technology from the Sir 
John Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture 
and Design in London and was recently 
guest artist at the Center for Computer 
Research in Music and Acoustics at 
Stanford University and at MIT Center 
for Art Science and Technology.  

Gama has collaborated with the Kronos 
Quartet who premiered his piece 'Rio 
Cunene' at Carnegie Hall in March 
2010.  

'Rio Cubango', commissioned by the 
the Prince Claus Fund and the 

Amsterdam Fund for the Arts premiered 
in November 2011 at Concertgebouw 
in Amsterdam as part of the series 
'Música para Rios'. In 2012, a 
commission by the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra resulted in "Vela 6911" a 
piece for an ensemble of musicians of 
that orchestra premiered at Harris 
Theatre, Chicago in 2012 and staged 
on the 20th of January !2013 at the 
Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon. His 
most recent piece, '3thousandRIVERS: 
Voices in the Forest' was 
commissioned by the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Foundation and premiered 
in Lisbon on the 6th of May 2016. 

In 2017 he presented his most recent 
work, Aisa Tanaf: the Book of Winds, at 
the Kennedy Center with musicians  of 
the National Synphony Orchestra 
conducted by Edwin Outwater. He has 
exhibited his instruments and sound 
installations and performed extensively 
in Africa, Latin America, USA, Canada 
and Europe, and was commissioned to 
design instruments for museums such 
as the National Museums of Scotland 
and the Clay Center in West Verginia. 

Among several albums and recordings 
for dance and film, his album Pangeia 
Instrumentos was released by Aphex 
Twin on Rephlex Records. Naloga is a 
recent compilation of works specially 
released for the exhibition 
INSTRUMENTOS installed at the Royal 
Opera House in London, the Fundación 
Carlos De Amberes in Madrid, Teatro 
São Luiz in Lisbon and Museu Nacional 
de Antropologia in Luanda. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Yetzabel Arias Fernandez 
was born in Havana where she graduated in 
singing at the Instituto Superior of the Arts. She 
continued her studies at the Accademia 
Internazionale della Musica di 
Milano. She won the International 
Baroque Singing Competition of Chimay 
(Belgium). Since then she performed in 
prestigious venues in Europe and in 2013 she 
started an important collaboration 
with Ton Koopman. 
 
Betty Garcés 
was born in Buenaventura, in Colombia. She 
studied singing at the conservatory Antonio 
Maria Valencia in Cali. She traveled to Germany 
to proceed with her vocal studies. In 2012 she 
concluded the Master of Arts from the Superior 
School of Music in Cologne, having specialized 
in Opera and Lied. In 2013-14 she was a 
member of the "Junges Ensemble" of the 
Gelsenkirchen Opera. Currently she is part of the 
program "Solo Klasse -Konzertexamen " of the 
Superior School of Music at Hannover Theater. 
 
Té Macedo 
Angolan singer, Té Macedo is also a specialist of 
the Angolan marimba. She was born in Luanda, 
where she studied piano, classical dance, guitar 
and clarinet. With a state scholarship from 
Portugual, she studied piano at the School of 
Music of the National Conservatory of Lisbon. In 
1989 she started taking singing lessons at the 
Portuguese Youth Academy. She continued hes 
singing education with Filomena Amaro Manuela 
de Sá, Cristina De Castro and Wagner Dinis. 
She recorded with Pablo Milanêz. 
 
Waira Nina Jacanamijoy 
Interdisciplinary artist, Waira Nina is also a 
cultural activist and consultant for the Inga nation 
in the Colombian Amazon. Heir of the traditional 
ceremonies of Ambiwaska, she has a valuable 
knowledge which was relevant for the 

recognition of the Inga territories and for the 
creation of a the Inga language broadcasting 
network. A researcher of ancestral traditions she 
composed music for the Amazon Intercultural 
Radio Network and for a 
record in collaboration with artists from 
Colombia, Peru and Ecuador. 
 
Jaime Kiriyateke 
Jaime Kiriyateke was born in Porto Berlin, in 
Colombia. He belongs to the Murui-Muina nation 
of the Caqueta province in the Colombian 
Amazon. He is a young singer and dancer native 
to traditional music and culture. 
 
Pedro Ojeda 
Pedro Ojeda is a composer, drummer and 
Colombian percussionist who explores the roots 
of his countrie's music and rhythms from around 
the world. He is part a new generation of bands 
such as Los Pirañas, Rompe Rayo, Frente 
Cumbiero and Onda Tropica having participated 
in many festivals In Colombia and all over the 
world. He collaborates with Victor Gama since 
2013. 
 
Urián Sarmiento 
Colombian percussionist, gaitero, a musicologist 
and producer, Urian was part of the Colombian 
alternative rock Aterciopelados and founder of 
the Curupira group. He was also Antonio 
Arnedo's drummer and has recorded and 
collaborated on more then thirty albums of 
Colombian music.  
 
Salomé Pais Matos 
Studied harp at the National  Conservatory of 
Lisbon and at the Conservatory 
Giuseppe Verdi of Milan, where he concluded a 
masters degree. She has performed extensively 
in Portugal and in Europe, having played in at 
prestigious venues like Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam and the Royal Opera House in 
London.  
Salomé is a harp teacher at the University of 
Children's Musical Academy and at the Loures 
Conservatory of Arts. 

Biographies 
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Visit  our v ideo col lect ion of 3 thousand RIVERS  at :  
https: / /v imeo.com/channe ls/3thousandr ivers  
 
and f ind more deta i ls  on V ic tor  Gama's webs i te :  
h t tp : / /www.v ic torgama.org 
 
Contact :  
V ic tor  Gama  
emai l :  v ic torgama@pange iar t .org   
whatsup/mobi le :  +351 91270 6612 
 
Sant iago Gradeazaba l :  
emai l :  sant iagogardeazaba l@gmai l .com 
whatsup:  +57 301786 9366 
 
 
 

p r o d u c e d  b y :  

a  c o m m i s s i o n  b y :  

s u p p o r t e d  b y :  

download this brochure from www.victorgama.org 
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MusicNOW EXPLORES NATURAL WORLD THROUGH 
DIGITAL PRISM WITH SPECIAL GUEST VICTOR GAMA 

 
 

Monday, March 5 at 7 p.m. at Harris Theater in Millennium Park 
 

 
CHICAGO — The third concert in this season‟s MusicNOW series explores the natural 

world through a digital prism on Monday, March 5 at 7 p.m. at Millennium Park‟s Harris 

Theater for Music and Dance. Hosted and curated by CSO Mead Composers-in-

Residence Mason Bates and Anna Clyne, the series offers groundbreaking 

compositions and collaborations; this concert features a world premiere piece from 

Angolan-born composer and instrument builder Victor Gama.  

 

Gama‟s Vela 6911—written specifically for MusicNOW—was inspired by the secret 

nuclear test carried out by South Africa in Antarctica in 1979 and detected by the Vela 

6911 satellite. Principal Conductor Cliff Colnot leads the piece, which fuses Gama‟s 

unique, handmade instruments—the Acrux, Toha and Dino from his Pangeia 

Instrumentos series—with beautiful digital projections created from Gama‟s specially 

undertaken trip on a polar research ship to the Antarctic Peninsula in January 2011 to 

collect sound and video to incorporate into the piece. 

 

Also featured is Mason Bates‟ chamber work Red River, which traces the complete path 

of the Colorado River from the Continental Divide in the Rocky Mountains to the river‟s 

end in the Sonoran Desert. Evan Ziporyn‟s Speak, At-man!, a wandering piece for solo 

flute and piano, rounds out the program.  

 

Before the concert, music in public spaces of the Harris Theater is provided by Justin 

Reed of illmeasures Chicago. The postconcert reception performance features original 

electronic compositions from Dubfront Records recording artist Ryan Keesling 

(Searchl1te) with accompaniment from Dominick Johnson on electric viola. The 

postconcert reception also includes complimentary food and drink. 

 

The final MusicNOW concert of this season takes place on Monday, May 14, 2012, 

featuring members of the Chicago Symphony Chorus led by Chorus Director and 

Conductor Duain Wolfe. 

mailto:roer@cso.org
mailto:berndtm@cso.org
mailto:dennise@cso.org
http://cso.org/TicketsAndEvents/EventDetails.aspx?eid=4289
http://cso.org/TicketsAndEvents/EventDetails.aspx?eid=4291
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Vela 6911 é o nome do satélite norte-americano 
que detetou, a 22 de Setembro de 1979, uma explosão 
nuclear atmosférica próxima das ilhas Marion 
e Prince Edward, na proximidade da costa 
da Antártida, sob administração da África do Sul. 
Esta explosão validou o programa de armas 
nucleares e o poderio militar desenvolvidos 
pelo regime do apartheid, sendo as ogivas 
posteriormente desmanteladas no início dos anos 
90 sob supervisão da ONU.
A peça Vela 6911 está ligada áquele acontecimento. 
Baseia-se no diário de bordo de uma oficial da 
Marinha Sul-Africana, a tenente Lindsey Rooke, 
que revela um conflito entre o seu amor 

pela natureza e a missão de contaminação 
radioativa em que participava.
Vela 6911 teve estreia mundial em Chicago no Harris 
Theater a 5 de Março de 2012, integrada no ciclo 
de concertos MusicNOW da Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. A peça resultou de um convite feito 
a Victor Gama para compor para um ensemble 
de músicos daquela Orquestra e para os instrumentos 
por si construídos, acrux, toha e dino. 
Vela 6911 é uma peça multimédia com uma 
componente vídeo filmada por Victor Gama 
na Antártida em Janeiro de 2012, com o apoio 
da Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian. 

Victor Gama nasceu em Angola, em 1960. 
Músico, compositor e criador de instrumentos 
contemporâneos, Victor Gama explora 
a interceção entre o virtual e o físico, o digital 
e o analógico, e a forma como nela se manifesta 
como um novo território musical e sonoro. 
No seu trabalho de permanente pesquisa, 
faz uso de elementos dinâmicos e variáveis
 que surgem num processo de composição 
que inclui a conceção, design e construção 
dos instrumentos com que a obra é executada, 
dando assim origem ao instrumentário 
e instalações da série Pangeia Instrumentos. 
Como resultado tem vindo a atrair 
encomendas por parte de ensembles 
e instituições de prestígio mundial como 
a Chicago Symphony Orchestra, a Kronos 
Performing Arts Association, o National 
Museums of Scotland, o Tenement Museum 
de Nova Iorque ou a Prince Claus Fonds 
da Holanda. Desenvolve desde 1997 o primeiro 
arquivo digital de música e músicos 
do interior de Angola, o projecto Tsikaya – 
Músicos do Interior. Entre trabalhos 
editados encontram-se o álbum Pangeia 
Instrumentos produzido por Aphex Twin 
para a Rephlex Records e Oceanites Erraticus 
editado pela PangeiArt. 

Victor Gama
Vela 6911

Músicos da Orquestra Gulbenkian
Bin Chao 1º violino

Cecília Branco 2º violino

Bárbara Friedoff viola

Samuel Barsegian viola

Maria José Falcão violoncelo

Raquel Reis violoncelo

Vera Dias fagote

Pedro Araújo e Silva timpaneiro 

Rui Peralta operação de vídeo (projeção)

Paulo Machado técnico de som

Isabel Worm iluminação

Salomé Pais Matos finalizou a sua formação 
em harpa no Conservatório Giuseppe Verdi 
de Milão em 2010. Desde então colabora 
em diversos projetos a solo e com grupos 
de música de câmara e orquestras como 
a Orquestra Sinfónica Portuguesa, 
Metropolitana de Lisboa e Gulbenkian. 
Apresentou-se no Concertgebouw, 
em Amesterdão, Casa da Música, no Porto, 
Sala Puccini, em Milão, Teatro Nacional de São 
Carlos e Centro Cultural de Belém, em Lisboa.

Rui Pinheiro foi Maestro Associado 
da Orquestra Sinfónica de Bournemouth 
(Reino Unido) nos dois últimos anos. 
Em Portugal dirigiu a Orquestra Sinfónica 
Portuguesa, a Orquestra Nacional do Porto 
e a Metropolitana de Lisboa, entre outras. 
Internacionalmente destacam-se concertos 
com a Ópera do País de Gales e apresentações 
nos BBC – PromsPlus e no Barbican, em Londres.
Após terminar os seus estudos de piano 
em Portugal e na Hungria, Rui Pinheiro 
concluiu o Mestrado em Direção de Orquestra 
no Royal College of Music de Londres.
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duração: cerca de  1h30  /  sem intervalo 

Victor Gama acrux, toha e dino
Salomé Pais Matos toha

Rui Pinheiro maestro



Friday 6th March 7:30 pm
Dinkelspiel, Stanford University

VICTOR GAMA  WITH 
STANFORD NEW ENSEMBLE 
CONDUCTED BY JINDONG CAI

MULTIMEDIA CONCERT

VELA 6911
VICTOR GAMA

ALERT 747 exhibi t
CECIL H. GREEN LIBRARY
South Lobby
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VELA 6911
A MULTIMEDIA PIECE BY VICTOR GAMA

STANFORD NEW ENSEMBLE
JINDONG CAI CONDUCTOR
VICTOR GAMA  ACRUX, TOHA, DINO, COMPOSITION, VIDEO
DAVID GRUNZWEIG TOHA
CHRIS CHAFE CELETO 
JOHN GRANDZOW DAXOPHONE
ALISON RUSH CETACANT
ALVARO BARBOSA RADIAL STRING CHIMES
DAVID KERR VIDEO TECHNOLOGY

Vela 6911 is based on the diary of Lieutenant Lindsey Rooke, an officer who was on board one of the 
ships taking part in a secret nuclear weapons test conducted in 1979 by the South African apartheid 
regime off the coast of Antarctica. The test, detected by a US satellite called Vela, was the validation 
of apartheid’s military power that engulfed the whole Southern African region in a destructive ‘cold-
war’ conflict in the late 70s and 80s. Her diary, found in 2001 by South African journalist Stacy 
Hardy, reveals someone in conflict over her love for nature and the mission she was on, which left a 
trace of devastation, death and radioactive contamination in one of the most pristine and protected 
environments on earth. 

The idea to compose Vela 6911 started at Stanford in 2010 when Gama was a SICA Arts Visitor 
at the Humanities Center. Valuable contributions during the research phase of this project were 
provided by Stanford University Libraries and specifically by librarian, Regina Roberts. The piece was 
subsequently commissioned by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and premiered at Harris Theater 
in 2012. It was presented at the Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon in 2013 and in Luanda, Angola in 
2014. Vela 6911’s video component was shot in Antartica by Gama in January 2012. In 2013, Gama 
gifted all of his Vela 6911 research and production content materials to the Archive of Recorded 
Sound at Stanford University Libraries. This collection features 507 videos, 3,093 high-resolution 
photographs, 600 research documents, scanned original scores and performance information.   

This multi-faceted collaboration also represents the important role of libraries in the cycle of 
research, access to historical insight, creative output, and thinking through contemporary issues 
and challenges. The performance of this piece by the Stanford New Ensemble with Gama and 
collaborators from CCRMA is a unique opportunity to make this collection come alive, one that 
challenges representations of the past and encourages current generations to evaluate more deeply 
the consequences of our actions.

This concert and Green Library exhibit is produced in collaboration with the Stanford Department of Music, 
Stanford University Libraries (SUL) and the Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics (CCRMA).



Victor Gama

Jindong Cai

a composer whose process begins with the creation 
of an entirely new instrument, one whose design is 
steeped in symbolic meaning. Concept design, the 
selection of materials, fabrication, and scoring is all 
part of the rigorous way Gama creates new music 
for the 21st century, blending current fabrication 
technologies with ideas, materials and traditions 
inspired by the natural world. He holds a BSc 
in electronics engineering and an MA in Music 
Technology from the Sir John Cass Faculty of Art, 
Architecture and Design in London. Gama has 
collaborated with the Kronos Quartet who premiered 
his piece ‘Rio Cunene’ at Carnegie Hall in March 2010. 
‘Rio Cubango’, commissioned by the the Prince Claus 
Fund and the Amsterdam Fund for the Arts premiered 
in November 2011 at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.  
His most recent piece ‘3thousandRIVERS: prelude’, 
for ensemble and soprano singers was commissioned 
for the 2013 Prince Claus Awards Ceremony at the 
Royal Palace in Amsterdam. He has exhibited his 
instruments and sound installations and performed 
extensively in Africa, Latin America, USA and Europe. 
His album Pangeia Instrumentos was released by 
Aphex Twin on Rephlex Records.  www.victorgama.org

Jindong Cai joined the Stanford University faculty in 
2004 as the Director of Orchestral Studies and Associate 
Professor of Music in Performance.  He is Music Director 
and Conductor of the Stanford Symphony Orchestra, the 
Stanford Philharmonia Orchestra, and the Stanford New 
Ensemble.  He is also the Artistic Director of the Stanford 
Pan-Asian Music Festival, which he founded in 2005.  
Jindong Cai serves as the Principal Guest Conductor 
of the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra in China, and of 
the Mongolia State Academic Theater of Opera and Ballet 
in Ulan Batar.  Jindong Cai received the ASCAP Award 
for Adventurous Programming of Contemporary Music 
with the Stanford Symphony Orchestra.  He has recorded 
for Centaur, Innova, and Vienna Modern Masters labels. 
Together with Sheila Melvin, Mr. Cai has co-authored 
several New York Times articles on the performing arts 
in China and a book Rhapsody in Red: How Western 
Classical Music Became Chinese..
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M/12 ANOS
BILHETES: 15€ 
À VENDA NO CCB E TICKETLINE
DESCONTOS HABITUAIS (para bilhetes adquiridos no CCB)
Desconto de 25% para menores de 25 anos e maiores de 65 
5€ – estudantes e profissionais de espectáculos (n.º limitado de bilhetes)
Desconto de 20% para grupos de 10 a 50 pessoas
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